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The story of Zacchaeus – Luke 19
COMPASSION            COMMUNITY             FRIENDSHIP            TRUST           PERSEVERANCE
	Zacchaeus the Tax Collector
19 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 
3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the crowd. 
	
Everyone is welcome and accepted in our school community.  Zacchaeus had an important job and was wealthy, he was also short – we are all different in our school community, and all valued in our difference. We celebrate and promote inclusion in our school.

	
4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way.

	
Zacchaeus persevered (perseverance) in his goal to see Jesus – he ran ahead and he had to climb a tree. This inspires us to persevere to reach our goals.
The tree gives us an extra symbol of how we work together – the sycamore seed has a double head and falls down lightly and gently to earth.  
We work together (friendship) and because of that we behave kindly and gently (compassion).  A fig is the fruit of the tree. When we come to Kingsnorth our lives become fruitful as we serve others. The tree is part of the story illustrating spiritual fruitfulness.

	
5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly.

	
Zacchaeus welcomed Jesus to his home, just as we welcome everyone to our community.

	
7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.”
8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.”

	
When Zacchaeus met Jesus, he was changed. When we hear the stories of Jesus, we get changed too.
Zacchaeus gave half of his possessions to the poor. We also look out for those less fortunate in our school and the wider world (compassion). 
We aim to be generous and open hearted in our possessions and our time, on the playground and in class.

	
9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

	
Zacchaeus trusted Jesus to change him.
Jesus offered mercy and forgiveness, and unconditional love, which underpins how we behave to each other, including when things go wrong.  
The fact that Jesus loves everyone inspires our school and how everyone is loved at Kingsnorth.
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