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Kingsnorth CE Primary has been selected as one of 34 English Hubs across England, with a mission to promote:
· Early language development
· High-quality, age-appropriate phonics
· A love of reading in young learners
We are seeking two outstanding primary teachers to join our current team of nine Literacy Specialists. Ideally, applicants will be currently working within a primary school.
How to Apply
· Applicants, together with their headteacher, should complete the application form provided.
· Closing date for applications: 4:00 pm, Friday 23rd May
· Lesson observations will take place at the applicant’s school during the week commencing Monday 16th June 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Interviews will be held at Kingsnorth Primary School during the week commencing Monday 23rd JuneImportant:
Applicants are strongly encouraged to discuss the role and responsibilities before applying.  Please contact: Steph Savage, English Hub Lead
✉️ enghublead@kingsnorth.kent.sch.uk


About Literacy Specialists
Literacy Specialists are experienced primary teachers, often serving as middle leaders within their own schools. They possess:
· Excellent subject knowledge in phonics and early reading
· A proven track record of raising standards and improving early reading outcomes in their own settings
In their role with the English Hub, Literacy Specialists work directly with headteachers and reading leaders in Partner Schools, supporting them to drive sustained improvements in phonics and early reading provision.
To succeed in this role, Literacy Specialists must demonstrate strong leadership capabilities, including the ability to:
· Conduct rigorous data analysis during school visits
· Develop and deliver effective action plans
· Provide constructive challenge and guidance to school leaders to secure meaningful progress



[bookmark: page2]Who should	apply?	

The table below shows the essential and desirable criteria for applicants to the programme. This should be evidenced in the application form, which includes both the applicant’s statement and the headteacher’s reference.	

	Attributes and Qualities
	Essential
	Desirable

	Qualifications
	· Qualified Teacher Status
· Training in at least one DfE validated systematic synthetic phonics programme
	· Coaching and mentoring training
· SLE status

	Experience
	· At least three years teaching experience to include KS1 and/or EYFS
· Successful middle leadership experience
· Experience of leading English or a strand within English such as phonics or early language
· Proven record of excellent teaching, particularly in phonics teaching
· Coaching and/or mentoring of other colleagues
· A record of delivering effective CPD
	· Experience in supporting other schools to improve outcomes
· Experience in teaching in schools with different contexts such as high levels of: mobility, disadvantage and EAL.
· Proven track record in effective engagement with hard to reach families

	Skills, knowledge and expertise
	· Excellent understanding and practice of early reading and phonics
· Excellent communication and interpersonal skills
· Data analysis skills and the ability to use data to set targets
· Evidence of providing effective support to other professionals.
	· Excellent knowledge of children’s literature
· Knowledge of effective strategies for the promotion o reading for pleasure.

	Personal
	· Ability to form excellent professional relationships rooted in trust and respect
· Ability to lead and motivate others
· A nurturing and supportive approach to giving feedback
· A commitment to getting the best outcomes for all learners
· A passion for reading and a desire to develop this in others
· Excellent team player
	· An interest in evidence-based research that informs classroom practice and pedagogy



Kingsnorth English Hub will look to appoint Literacy Specialists that meet the criteria as set out above, but also fit into the Hub’s strategic plan.




Expectations and Benefits for Participating Literacy Specialists and their Schools
To be eligible, the Literacy Specialist’s school should demonstrate:
· A strong track record of excellent reading and phonics outcomes in EYFS and KS1 or clear evidence of significant improvement in recent years.
· The capacity, expertise, and commitment to release the Literacy Specialist for school-to-school support work as part of the English Hub’s outreach.
Commitment from Schools and Literacy Specialists
The headteacher and the Literacy Specialist jointly commit to:
· Embedding outstanding practice in early language, phonics, and literacy teaching across their own school.
· Engaging fully with professional development activities, including the National Literacy Specialist Training Programme.
This commitment will require up to 24 days of release time (approximately one day per week). This time will be fully funded at a daily rate of £375, with travel costs also reimbursed.
Time will be allocated across the following activities:
· Delivering intensive support packages to Hub Partner Schools
· Participating in the National Literacy Specialist Training Programme
· Attending regular team meetings and training sessions with the Kingsnorth English Hub Team
· Undertaking phonics programme-specific training to build expert subject knowledge
By participating, Literacy Specialists and their schools will gain:
· A deep understanding of the principles underpinning early language, phonics, and early reading
· Expert knowledge of systematic synthetic phonics to strengthen literacy teaching
· Enhanced skills in teaching, planning, and assessment to help pupils make excellent progress
· Capacity to support and coach colleagues both within their own school and in partner schools
· Expanded leadership capacity within the Literacy Specialist’s home school
· Opportunities to collaborate with both national and local communities of Literacy Specialists
· Access to comprehensive national training prior to formally taking up the role
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