
 

What Parents and Carers Need to Know about Twitter 
 

 

For more than a decade, Twitter 
has rarely strayed far from the 
headlines. Since its takeover by 
tech tycoon Elon Musk last 
autumn, however, the social media 
giant has been receiving even 
more news coverage; some of the 
subsequent changes to the 
platform – such as introducing 
‘view counts’ and the option to ‘buy’ 
verified account status – have 
caused particular concern. 
  
Keen to feel connected to their 
heroes of sport and showbiz by 
following their accounts, children 
are allowed onto Twitter from the 
age of 13 (while many even 
younger ones use it unofficially) 
and are often significantly 
influenced by what they see there. 
This week’s #WakeUpWednesday 
guide tells trusted adults what they 
need to know about the current 
incarnation of Twitter. 
Although it’s since been expanded 
to 280, Twitter’s initial 140-
character restriction (the limit 
imposed because Twitter was 
originally conceived as an SMS 
platform, trivia fans) was designed 
to make posts short and punchy. 
Counter-intuitively, however, these 
bite-size injections of information 
and opinion can drive users to 
engage with Twitter for hours at a 
time. 
  
There are a mind-boggling 6,000 
tweets sent every second, for 
example, while around 250 million 
people (roughly two-thirds of its 
total user base) go on Twitter every 
single day. For young people, there 
is clearly a risk of compulsive use – 
and, as today’s 
#WakeUpWednesday guide 
explains, that’s not the only pitfall 
on Twitter that trusted adults need 
to stay aware of. 
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