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Around an eighth of the world’s
population use TikTok. Consider the
scale of that reach, and that the
app’s demographic is heavily
skewed towards younger people —
with almost half (41%) of those
users aged 16-24. TikTok itself
advises a minimum age of 13 to
access the platform (with certain
features for over-18s only), but
reports suggest that some children
as young as 10 use it.

Given the youthfulness of its user-
base, TikTok has faced numerous
age-related challenges such as
inappropriate content in videos, in-
app purchasing and children being
contacted by strangers on the
platform. Updated for 2022, this
week’s #WakeUpWednesday guide
tells trusted adults everything they
need to know to help young people
stay safe on TikTok.

The euthanasia debate, centring
around people with either a terminal
illness or an agonising incurable
condition, is a complex one that’s
been rumbling on for years. Of late,
however, it's gained a new
dimension on TikTok, with some
content creators gaining popularity
for suggesting that assisted suicide
should be available to those
experiencing severe mental health
issues.

Some of this material, often referred
to as MAID (medical assistance in
dying), has accrued millions of
views and — more worryingly —
hundreds of thousands of likes,
along with many supportive
comments. It's not the first time the
platform has faced a dilemma over
legal but potentially damaging
content; this #WakeUpWednesday,
check out our updated guide to
TikTok.

Please click here to download the
guide.
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