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In fairness to the series’ developers,
Overwatch 2 features some
encouraging safety tweaks — the
controversial loot boxes have been
completely removed, for instance.
Some issues do remain, however: the
first Overwatch attracted criticism for
its toxic community, which is clearly
still a concern if young players are
using the audio chat when fighting
alongside (or against) strangers.

Likewise, in-game purchases remain
a possible pitfall thanks to the game’s
rotating storefront system, while —
despite the comparatively restrained
levels of on-screen blood and gore —
many trusted adults will still have
reservations about a game which
revolves so heavily around violence.
Our #WakeUpWednesday guide this
week has the essential details about
Overwatch 2.

Despite some residual safety
concerns about the game itself,
Overwatch’s creators can certainly be
applauded for its diverse and
inclusive cast of heroes. One of the
main characters, the time-hopping
Tracer, is an extremely positive
representation of the LGBTQ+
community, while others — such as
the Haitian medic, Baptiste — hail from
under-represented regions of the
world.

The presentation of various races,
sexualities and gender identities as
universally accepted in the futuristic
Overwatch world is heartening — and
can be an excellent reference point
for conversations with young people
about equality and people’s
differences. You'll find more analysis
and information about Overwatch 2 in
this week’s #WakeUpWednesday
guide.

Please click here to download the
guide
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