Year 1 –- Ways parents can help at home 
Here are a few ideas of ways you can help your child at home. These are just suggestions based on what we are asking the children to do in school. 
Independence
· Dressing self – including zipping up coats and putting on gloves
· Being responsible for packing reading book for school and bringing water bottle
Maths
· Talking about numbers - saying them, recognising them, ordering them. Playing games like snakes and ladders can help with finding more or less and saying number names. 
· Number bonds to 10 – talk about the 2 numbers we can add together to make 10. Can your child draw them, write them, say them and build them with toys?
· Writing numbers correctly (lots of 2, 3, 5, 7 and 9s getting written backwards)
Reading
· Listen to your child read daily – even if it is for just 5 minutes, it will make a huge difference. Encourage sounding out and putting the word back together
· Read to your child – explain any tricky words or language. Stop and ask them if they know what the particular word or phrase meant. 
· Talk about the story – what happened? Who were the characters? Where was it set? What was your favourite part?
· Look at how non-fiction is different, it has facts and photos 
Writing
· Encourage your child to use their sounds whenever they are writing. If they ask you how to spell something, encourage them to try first, tell them which letters they got right and then show them the correct way. Could they write the shopping list for you? 
· Help with letter formation – show them the direction and how letters sit on the line (remind them some letters are tall and others have tails under the line)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Make sure they are using capital letters for people’s name. When writing birthday cards, check to see if your child knows what the capital letter looks like and how to write it. 
Talking and listening
· Talk about what the children are learning or have learnt rather than ‘what did you DO at school today?’ 
· Encourage the use of inside voices and when it’s appropriate to be louder
· Listening skills – play listening games – pass the whisper or listening bingo
