
 

What parents and carers need to know about Snapchat 

When Snapchat’s number of active users plateaued at around the 180 million mark for the majority of 2018, 

many observers surmised that the platform had become ‘old hat’ in the eyes of its younger fan-base. A 

continuous (and lockdown-abetted) recovery since then, however, has proved that reports of the app’s demise 

had been greatly exaggerated. 

Snapchat’s willingness to move with the times, strategically adding new features such as Spotlight and Snap 

Map, has kept it relevant and appealing. Each fresh tweak, however, provides potential scope for new harms – 

whether deliberately or accidentally inflicted. This week’s #WakeUpWednesday guide focuses its discerning lens 

onto Snapchat. 

Almost two thirds (63%, to be exact) of Snapchat users check the app at least once every day, while almost half 

(49%) log in more than once – with an average stay on the app of around 30 minutes. Such repetition hints at 

compulsive behaviour, but potential addiction isn’t the only online safety risk associated with the popular image- 

and video-sharing platform. 

 

Snapchat has previously faced criticism over the many ‘beautifying’ filters and effects which have been linked to 

self-esteem and body-image issues – while the fact that messages can be set to automatically delete is seen in 

some quarters as facilitating sexting. Our #WakeUpWednesday this week has all the essential information that 

parents and carers need about Snapchat. 

 


